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ment is no more free from catchwords and
platitudes than any other political, religious5
or social cause which interests a great many
people, and is the subject of much discussion.
Even the Historical Method has its own clap-
trap. But one must not make too much of
these things. " In order to love mankind/'
said Helve"tius3 " one must not expect too much
from them." And fairly to appreciate institu-
tions you must not hold them up against the
light that blazes in Utopia; you must not
expect them to satisfy microscopic analysis, nor
judge their working, which is inevitably rough,
awkward, clumsy, and second-best, by the fasti-
dious standards of closet logic.

Before saying more as to the substance of
the book, we may be allowed to notice one or
two matters of literary or historical interest
in which Sir Henry Maine is certainly open
to criticism. There is an old question about
Burke which was discussed by the present
writer a long time ago. A great disillusion,
says Sir Henry Maine, has always seemed to
him to separate the Thoughts on the Present
Discontents and the Speech on Taxation from the